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MELAMMU	WORKSHOP	3	

ABSTRACTS	

	

I.	Routes	between	East	and	West		

	

Through	 the	Middle	Sea:	An	Overview	of	 the	Main	Mediterranean	Sea-Routes	 in	

Antiquity	(CH.	SCHAEFER	&	P.	WARNKING,	UNIVERSITY	OF	TRIER)		

	An	understanding	of	cultural	exchange	in	the	Ancient	World	requires	knowledge	of	

the	 specific	maritime	 routes	and	estimated	 sailing	 times.	Ancient	 sea	 routes	were	

chosen	based	on	 several	 factors:	 interests;	 topography;	 climate;	 prevailing	winds;	

ship	design	and	sailing	capabilities	of	ancient	ships;	navigation	ability;	and	political	

circumstances,	 including	 peace,	 pirates,	 taxes,	 and	 trade	 restrictions.	 Of	 these,	

winds	and	sailing	capabilities	were	the	most	important.	

Ancient	sailing	capabilities	are	one	main	focus	of	this	paper.	Twenty-eight	important	

sailing	 routes	 are	 analyzed	 using	 modern	 techniques	 to	 determine	 the	 effect	 of	

geography,	weather,	ship	size,	cargo	characteristics	and	other	factors.	Applying	the	

regatta	 software	 program	 Expedition,	 50,000	 potential	 voyages	 were	 calculated.	

This	 data	 is	 compared	 to	 ancient	 Roman	 records,	 presenting	 a	 novel,	 reliable	

method	for	determining	ancient	sea	routes	and	voyage	duration.		

The	 paper	 has	 implications	 beyond	 the	 travel	 routes	 themselves.	 The	 sea	 routes	

affected	 the	 network	 of	 cultural	 exchange	 and	 of	 maritime	 commerce,	 which	

shaped	 not	 only	 the	 economy	 of	 the	 ancient	 world,	 but	 greatly	 influenced	 their	

politics	and	society.	

	

The	 Knights	 of	 the	 Ocean:	 The	 Phoenicians	 between	 East	 and	 West	 	 (B.	

MORSTADT,	UNIVERSIT	Y	OF	BOCHUM)		

The	Phoenicians	were	famous	seafarers	and	explorers	in	the	Ancient	Mediterranean	

and	 beyond.	 Yet	 instead	 of	 one	 big	 „wave“	 of	 expansion	 and/or	 governmental	

organisation	 we	 can	 observe	 different	 groups	 of	 interest,	 motivation,	 size,	 who	

took	different	routes	according	to	their	interest	(sea,	land,	rivers),	who	established	

different	modes	 of	 contact	with	 the	 so-called	 indigenous	 communities	 as	well	 as	

among	 themselves,	 who	 operate	 in	 local,	 regional	 and/or	 transmediterranean	
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networks,	and	who	took	a	different	further	development.	The	aim	of	the	paper	 is,	

to	 work	 out	 the	 structures	 of	 these	 networks	 and	 modes	 of	 operating,	

concentrating	on	a	few	case	studies	of	varying	periods.	

	

Silk	and	silkworms'	import	from	China	to	Byzantium:	merchants	and	trade	routes	

during	Justinian's	reign	(M.	CHIRIATTI,	LMU	UNIVERSITY,	MUNICH)	

Following	 Procopius'	 account	 (De	 bell.	 goth.,	 IV,	 17),	 two	 Indian	monks	 promised	

Justinian	that	the	empire	would	not	need	to	buy	silk	to	the	Sasanians	any	longer,	as	

they	-after	a	former	stay	in	Serinda-	had	learnt	how	to	produce	silk.	They	explained	

the	emperor	that	some	worms	were	the	producers	of	the	raw	material,	so	that	they	

would	bring	 some	eggs	on	 the	way	back	 from	 India,	 as	 they	did	 soon	 thereafter.	

This	easy,	and	at	 the	same	 time,	 less	plausible	 source	allows,	however,	 to	 retrace	

the	routes	and	the	commercial	exchanges	in	the	East	throughout	the	Justinian's	era,	

either	by	sea	(according	to	the	narration	of	Cosmas	Indicopleustes'	Topography)	or	

by	land.	This	short	communication	aims	to	cast	light	over	the	land	routes	between	

Constantinople	 and	 China	 through	 the	 high	 renowned	 Silkroad,	 discovering	 its	

leading	figures	and	major	commercial	partners	within	the	multifaceted	panorama	of	

the	silk	trade	international	relations	along	the	sixth	century.		

	

Travellers	 in	 Upper	 Mesopotamia	 during	 the	 Middle	 and	 early	 Neo-Assyrian	

Periods:	 itineraries,	 travel	 objectives	 and	 travel	 speed	 (A.	 PACI,	 SORBONNE	

UNIVERSITY)	

In	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 Middle	 Assyrian	 period	 (early	 14th	 century	 BC),	 Assyria	

began	 to	 extend	 its	 control	 over	 the	 neighbouring	 regions,	 mainly	 in	 Upper	

Mesopotamia.	 These	 events	 led	 to	 major	 changes	 in	 the	 road	 network	 that	 ran	

through	 this	 region,	 a	 network	 which	 was	 already	 partially	 conditioned	 by	

geographical	 and	 topographical	 aspects.	 This	 presentation	 will	 focus	 on	 the	

movements	of	travellers	 in	Upper	Mesopotamia,	during	the	Middle	and	Early	Neo-

Assyrian	periods,	and	more	specifically	on	the	factors	that	governed	the	choice	of	

itineraries.	 Different	 types	 of	 travellers	 appear	 in	 the	 sources:	 messengers,	

administrative	staff,	diplomats,	soldiers,	merchants,	etc...	They	frequently	travelled,	

usually	 in	 small	 numbers,	 and	 their	 moves	 constituted	 the	 ordinary	 network	 of	

circulations,	 a	 network	 which	 was	 structured	 by	 different	 factors	 (water	 supply,	
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road	 safety,	 supply	 sites,	 etc.).	 Through	 specific	 examples	 this	 presentation	 will	

then	introduce	some	comments	on	travel	speed,	in	relation	to	the	aim	of	these	trips.	

We	will	also	discuss	 the	particular	case	of	military	campaigns:	 if	 the	movement	of	

troops	 was	 frequently	 recorded,	 their	 objectives,	 their	 destinations	 and	 their	

numbers	were	specific,	and	implied	other	logics	and	requirements.		

	

Networks	of	Exchange	at	the	End	of	the	Middle	Bronze	Period	in	North-East	Africa	

and	 the	 Red	 Sea:	 their	 Economic	 and	 Political	 Impact	 in	 Egypt	 (J.	 C.	 MORENO,	

CNRS-PARIS)		

Abstract:	The	Middle	Bronze	Age	(broadly	speaking,	the	so-called	First	Intermediate	

Period,	Middle	Kingdom	and	Second	Intermediate	Period)	witnessed	deep	changes	

in	Egyptian	society,	 in	which	foreign	 influence	and	exchanges	played	a	major	role.	

Asiatic	 populations	 settled	 in	 the	Delta	 and,	 in	 same	 cases,	 display	 characteristics	

common	 to	 the	 so-called	 “warrior	 tombs”	 so	 typical	 of	 the	 Levant.	 At	 the	 same	

time,	Nubian	populations	crossed	the	Nile	Valley,	as	far	north	as	Middle	and	Lower	

Egypt,	 probably	 as	 paddlers	 and	 herders.	 Nubians	 are	 also	 becoming	 increasingly	

attested	across	the	routes	of	the	Western	and	Eastern	Desert,	even	as	far	away	as	

Eritrea.	Trade	in	gold,	myrrh	and	textiles	seem	to	have	played	a	crucial	role	in	these	

exchanges,	 in	 a	 context	 of	 increasing	 mobility	 and	 of	 development	 of	 pastoral	

activities.	 However,	 far	 from	 being	 idiosyncratic	 of	 Egyptian	 society,	 all	 these	

elements	share	many	aspects	with	similar	events	 that	 took	place	 in	 the	Near	East	

during	the	same	period.	Their	influence	on	the	political	structures	of	the	Nile	Valley	

may	 explain	 why	 control	 of	 wealth	 flows	 and	 access	 to	 foreign	 goods	 seem	 to	

inspire	the	emergence	of	competing	powers	along	the	Nile.	

	

II.	From	West	to	East		

	

1.	Cuneiform	Sources:	

	

Greek	 Travellers	 in	 Neo-Assyrian	 and	 Neo-Babylonian	 Sources	 (P.	 CORÒ,	

UNIVERSITY	OF	VENICE)		

Greeks	as	an	ethnic	component	are	well	documented	in	the	Near	East	during	the	1st	

millennium	BCE.	Mobility	 characterises	 this	 group	 of	 people	 especially	 in	 the	 first	
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phase	 of	 their	 presence	 in	 the	 area.	 But	 how	 is	 this	 mobility	 described	 and	

represented	 in	 the	 written	 record?	 The	 paper	 will	 investigate	the	 terminology	 of	

travel	 and	 travelling	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 occurrences	 of	 Greeks	 in	 the	

Babylonian	sources,	 with	 the	 aim	 at	 clarifying	to	 what	 extent	 and	 in	 what	

perspective	the	sources	themselves	considered	them	as	travellers.	Key	question	to	

the	analysis	will	be	why	they	travelled	and	how,	and	if	 in	doing	so	they	differed	in	

any	way	from	other	(local)	travellers.	

	

Invading	 Mesopotamia,	 from	 Alexander	 to	 Crassus	 	 (J.	 MONERIE,	 SORBONNE	

UNIVERSITY)		

A	 dozen	 campaigns	 directed	 against	 Mesopotamia	 are	 recorded	 by	 the	 Classical	

and/or	cuneiform	sources	between	the	successful	conquest	of	Alexander	in	331	BC	

and	 the	 disastrous	 invasion	 attempt	 of	 Crassus	 in	 53	BC.	 Although	 the	 widely	

varying	 degree	 of	 details	 given	 by	 the	 sources	 do	 not	 always	 allow	 for	 strict	

comparisons,	some	striking	features	emerge	from	the	comparative	analysis	of	these	

campaigns.	 The	 aim	 of	 this	 study	 is	 to	 propose	 some	 preliminary	 comments	 on	

these	 features,	 in	 order	 to	 get	 an	 insight	 into	 the	 continuities,	 evolutions	 and	

practical	aspects	of	 invasion	campaigns	 in	a	constraining	environment	such	as	 the	

alluvial	plain	of	the	Tigris	and	Euphrates.		

	

2.	Classical	Sources		

	

Religious	Networks	and	Cultural	Exchange.	Some	Possible	Cases	from	the	Eastern	

Mediterranean	(I.	RUTHERFORD,	UNIVERSITY	OF	READING)	

In	the	1st	millennium	BC	there	is	a	reason	to	think	that	some	religious	centres	were	

visited	by	groups	with	different	cultural	affinities,	and	that	 this	process	promoted	

cultural	 exchange.	 An	 obvious	 example	 would	 be	 the	 sanctuary	 of	 Artemis	 at	

Ephesos,	which	attracted	visitors	 from	Anatolia,	 the	Aegean	and	further	afield.		 In	

this	 paper,	 I	 would	 like	 to	 explore	 the	 possibility	 that	 a	 similar	 process	 may	 be	

observed	 in	 Anatolia	 and	 the	 Aegean	 during	 the	 Late	 Bronze	 Age.	 I	 look	 at	 two	

examples:	first,	the	Hittite	KI.LAM	festival,	the	attendees	of	which	included,	besides	

representatives	from	Hittite	territories,	a	certain	number	of	“foreigners”	(UBARU-

men).	 Who	 were	 these,	 and	 how	 might	 their	 movements	 have	 contributed	 to	
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cultural	exchange?		Secondly,	I	shall	examine	the	case	of	the	island	of	Lesbos/Lazpa,	

one	of	whose	deities	was	important	enough	that	the	Hittites	summoned	him/her	to	

their	court.	Could	the	cult	of	this	deity	have	been	the	centre	of	a	religious	network	

facilitating	exchange	between	W.	Anatolia	and	the	Aegean?	

	

The	Sage's	Lehrjahre	(J.	PÒRTULAS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	BARCELONA)		

This	presentation	analyses	an	apparent	paradox.	Although	the	Eastern	influence	on	

archaic	 Greek	 culture	 is	 undeniable,	 the	 information	 about	 the	 journeys	made	 by	

Greek	thinkers	and	scholars	to	the	lands	of	the	Ancient	Near	East	is	full	of	errors	and	

contradictions.	 In	 this	 presentation	 I	 focus	 on	 a	 series	 of	 pseudo-biographical	

accounts	 referring	 to	 the	 presumed	 journeys	 of	 Thales	 and	 Solon	 in	 Egypt,	

and	 	stress	 the	 inadequacy	 of	 the	materials	 contained	 in	 the	 ancient	 sources	 for	

shedding	 light	on	 the	questions	 that	modern	historians	would	 like	 to	 address.	An	

example	of	 this	problem	 is	 found	 in	 the	 invention	of	 the	Greek	 figure	of	a	prôtos	

heuretês	 for	 the	 most	 important	 cultural	 innovations.	 This	 is	 a	 very	 useful	

mechanism	in	a	traditional	society	for	preserving	a	record	of	knowledge,	but	it	falls	

well	 short	 of	 providing	 the	 levels	 of	 rigour	 and	 accuracy	 that	 modern	 historians	

demand.	

	

Around	 the	 10.000:	 Greek	 Armies	 in	 the	 East	 (CH.	 TUPLIN,	 UNIVERSITY	 OF	

LIVERPOOL)		

Despite	 its	 title,	 this	 presentation	 will	 focus	 on	 the	 10,000	 and	 Xenophon’s	

representation	of	 their	encounter	with	 the	East	 --	 specifically	 the	East	beyond	the	

Euphrates,	where	 they	spent	 rather	under	 four	months	before	 retreating	 into	 the	

mountains	 of	 Eastern	 Anatolia.	 My	 excuse	 for	 this	 is	 that	 the	 incidence	 of	

demonstrable	Greek	soldiers	beyond	the	Euphrates	is	otherwise	almost	vanishingly	

small	until	 the	Alexander	era,	and	that,	although	such	people	were	to	be	found	 in	

the	 Levant,	 the	 evidence	 about	 them	 is	 not	 qualitatively	 rich.	 The	 10,000,	 by	

contrast,	 make	 a	 possible	 case-study,	 albeit	 one	 for	 which	 the	 data-set	 is	

problematized	 by	 literary	 treatment.	 The	 presentation	will,	 therefore,	 interrogate	

Anabasis	 in	 relation	 to	 some	 of	 the	 themes	 adumbrated	 in	 the	 conference	

manifesto:	commercial	activity,	 land-routes	and	their	articulation	(think	parasangs,	

but	also	 itinerary	texts),	political,	economic,	social	and	cultural	consequences	(the	
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Anabasis	 and	 the	 events	 it	 records	 certainly	 involve	 political	 and	 cultural	

consequences;	 and	 they	 tie	 in	with	 discursive	 aspirations	 for	 social	 and	 economic	

ones),	 Classical	 sources	 on	 the	 presence	 of	 western	 historians,	 philosophers	 and	

armies	in	the	East	(plainly	a	triple	hit).	I	shall	also	consider	the	intersection	with	the	

world	of	cuneiform	sources.	This	is	not	a	null	class,	but	the	intersection	is	tangential	

and	 tantalizing:	 among	other	 things	 the	Belšunu	archive	will	 enter	 the	discussion.		

The	 conference’s	 overarching	 theme	 is	 the	 transmission	 of	 knowledge,	 and	 the	

presentation	 will	 also	 address	 the	 question	 of	 how	 much	 new	 knowledge	 was	

transmitted	by	Anabasis	 and	how	 important	 it	was,	whether	 in	 itself	or	as	part	of	

the	literary	posture	of	the	work.	

	

Greek	 Merchants	 and	 Businessmen	 in	 the	 East	 (K.	 RUFFING,	 UNIVERSITY	 OF	

KASSEL)		

The	 presence	 of	 Greek	 traders	 in	 the	 East	 is	 disputed	 since	 long	 in	 scholarship.	

Recent	publications	like	Robin	Lane	Fox's	Travelling	Heroes	offer	the	opportunity	to	

have	 a	 fresh	 look	 at	 this	 issue.	 It	 is	 striking,	 however,	 that	 even	 in	 recent	

publications	 like	 the	 Travelling	 Heroes	 much	 attention	 is	 paid	 to	 the	 findings	 of	

Greek	pottery	at	places	 like	 the	well	known	Al	Mina.	Whereas	scholars	who	study	

cultural	contacts	between	the	Greek	World	and	the	East	often	take	the	evidence	of	

Greek	 pottery	 as	 a	 proof	 of	 the	 presence	 of	 Greeks	 and	 Greek	merchants,	 those	

studying	 economic	 history	 are	much	more	 cautious	 in	 this	 respect.	 Also	 from	 the	

point	of	view	of	archaeologists	this	interpretaiton	was	challenged	as	well.	Having	a	

look	 at	 written	 sources	 it	 will	 become	 clear	 that	 in	 the	 Greek	 surces	 there	 is	 no	

doubtless	proof	 for	 the	presence	of	Greek	 traders	 in	 the	East.	 The	Assyrian	 texts	

mention	 only	 Ionian	 pirates	 and	 the	 Greek	 ones	 attest	 only	 the	 presence	 of	

Phoenicians	in	the	Greek	world.	At	first	glance	this	might	be	interpreted	as	an	issue	

which	is	owed	to	the	circumstance	that	their	role	as	traders	in	the	Homeric	epics	is	a	

mighty	motif	for	later	authors.	It	seems,	however,	not	impossible	that	Greek	traders	

were	 to	 a	 much	 lesser	 degree	 present	 in	 the	 East	 than	 their	 Phoenician	

counterparts	 in	 the	West.	 Finally	 one	 should	 be	 take	 account	 of	 the	 presence	 of	

other	people	in	the	trade	networks	from	Archaic	times	onwards	as	well	as	it	should	

be	 considered	 that	 especially	 the	 Aegean	 Sea	 is	 place	 of	 interaction	 between	
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traders	from	the	East	and	the	West,	where	cross-cultural	contacts	which	are	owed	

to	the	trade	might	have	been	much	more	intensive	than	in	the	East.	 	

	

III.	From	East	to	West	

	

1.	Cuneiform	Sources:	

	

Between	 Egypt	 and	 Empires:	 Gaza,	 border	 and	 roads	 as	 an	 imperial	 issue	 (PH.	

CLANCIER	&	D.	AGUT,	SORBONNE	UNIVERSITY)		

In	this	conference,	we	would	like	to	offer	a	reflection	on	the	way	in	which	military	

and	political	events	articulates	the	design	of	itineraries	and	routes.	In	this	purpose,	

the	history	of	Gaza	and	its	surroundings,	from	the	Assyrian	king	Tiglath-pileser	III	in	

the	 second	half	of	 the	eighth-century	BC	 to	 the	Babylonian	king	Nabonidus	 in	 the	

sixth-century	 BC,	 provides	 an	 valuable	 case	 study.	We	will	 be	 careful	 to	 combine	

Egyptian	and	Assyro-Babylonian	sources,	putting	Gaza,	the	Sinai	and	the	North-west	

Arabian	desert	in	a	global	and	long	term	perspective.	

	

The	Conquest	of	 the	Far	West:	 the	Mediterranean	Lands	 in	the	Neo-Assyrian	and	

Neo-Babylonian	Political	Programs	(R.	ROLLINGER,	UNIVERSITY	OF	INNSBRUCK)		

From	Neo-Assyrian	 until	 Achaemenid	 times	 Ancient	 Near	 Eastern	 royal	 ideologies	

created	a	 special	view	of	 the	world.	This	view	was	based	on	 the	claim	to	 rule	 the	

world	as	a	whole	and	it	was	triggered	by	an	on-going	process	of	political	expansion.	

The	 Achaemenid	 empire	 was	 the	 very	 last	 step	 in	 this	 development,	 although	

Alexander	 III	 and	 the	 early	 Seleucids	 still	 drew	 from	 these	 concepts	 for	 their	

ideologies	of	 legitimization.	 In	 this	 context	 the	Mediterranean	World	of	 the	West	

played	a	crucial	role.	On	the	one	hand,	there	was	a	growing	awareness	concerning	

the	geographical	dimensions	of	 the	“western	 fringes”	of	 the	world.	On	 the	other	

hand,	these	areas	were	out	of	direct	control	of	the	Ancient	Near	Eastern	empires.	

The	paper	focuses	on	how	this	dichotomy	was	dealt	with	in	Neo-Assyrian	and	Neo-

Babylonian	political	programs	and	how	the	contradiction	between	ideological	claim	

and	political	reality	was	concealed.	
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2.	Classical	Sources:	

	

The	 Orient	 and	 the	 Orientals	 in	 Greek	 and	 Roman	 Sources:	 the	 Sasanians	 (C.	

BUENACASA,	UNIVERSITY	OF	BARCELONA)		

The	Roman	Empire	and	the	Sasanian	Empire	were	the	most	powerful	states	of	the	

ancient	times.	Although	rivals,	since	both	struggled	for	hegemony	in	the	East,	their	

sovereigns	 felt	 some	 kind	 of	 mutual	 admiration	 between	 them	 as	 described	 by	

Khosrow	II	 in	his	 letter	to	the	Byzantine	emperor	Maurice:	“God	effected	that	the	

whole	 should	 be	 illumined	 from	 the	 very	 beginning	 by	 two	 eyes,	 namely	 by	 the	

most	 powerful	 kingdom	 of	 the	 Romans	 and	 by	 the	most	 prudent	 scepter	 of	 the	

Persian	state”	(Theophylakt,	Simokatta,	4,	 11,	2-3).	 In	addition	to	battling,	Romans	

and	Sasanians	used	to	be	connected	by	different	kind	of	mutual	interests,	and	both	

states	devoted	a	lot	of	time	observing	themselves	and	learning	from	each	other.	As	

a	result,	the	Late	Roman	Empire	revived	from	its	own	ashes	after	the	Third	Century	

Crisis	learning	from	its	Sasanian	neighbors	how	to	provide	the	imperial	power	with	

new	conceptions	of	universal	kingship,	especially	with	 regard	 the	main	 tools	used	

by	 the	 Sasanian	 court	 to	 project	 its	 conception	 of	 absolute	 rule	 through	 images,	

performances	and	ideologies	of	kingship.	On	the	other	hand,	Roman-Persian	rivalry	

transformed	Sasanid	military,	administrative	and	economic	structures.	For	example,	

the	 labour	 of	 Roman	 prisoners	 was	 used	 for	 massive	 irrigation	 projects	 that	

eventually	 generated	 a	 50	 per	 cent	 rise	 in	 the	 settlement	 and	 cultivation	 of	 the	

lands	 between	 the	 Tigris	 and	 Euphrates.	 The	 aim	 of	 this	 paper	 is	 to	 show	 how	

Sasanians	were	described	 in	Roman	 and	Byzantine	 sources	 from	 third	 to	 seventh	

centuries	 in	 order	 to	 analyze	 motivations	 and	 methods	 for	 appropriating	 the	

creations	of	Iranian	court	such	us	rituals	and	iconography	of	legitimacy.	

	

Assyrians	 and	 Babylonians	 in	 Classical	 Sources	 	 (S.	 FINK,	 UNIVERSITY	 OF	

INNSBRUCK)	

The	 topic	has	been	 treated	extensively	 in	 recent	 scholarship,	especially	by	Robert	

Rollinger,	 and	 in	 a	 recent	paper	André	Heller	posed	 the	question	why	 the	Greeks	

knew	 so	 little	 about	 Assyrian	 and	 Babylonian	 History.	 I	 want	 to	 approach	 this	

question	from	another	angle:	Why	did	the	Greeks	write	about	Assyria	and	Babylonia	

at	all?	Therefore	we	have	 to	delve	 into	 the	vexed	question	of	 the	setting	and	 the	
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context	 of	 these	 texts	 in	 classical	Historiography	 and	we	will	 use	 the	 example	 of	

Enuma	Elish	 to	demonstrate	 that	good	sources	were	at	 least	partially	available	 to	

classical	authors	but	obviously	most	of	them	didn't	pay	too	much	attention	to	them.	


